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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Timothy J. Hadlock on 2/3/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1: (Currently Amended) A method of financing eCommerce purchases comprising: 

(a) Receiving over the Internet buyer registration information; 

(b) Evaluating a credit rating for said buyer; 

(c) Passing over the Internet said credit rating to a seller; 

(d) Receiving over the Internet from said seller seller's credit options for said 

buyer; 

(e) Determining other credit provider's credit options for said buyer; 

(f) Creating a database of said credit options for said buyer, wherein said 
creating step ffl occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response to pre-determined 
triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request; 

(g) Receiving over the Internet an order for said buyer; 

(h) Querying said database with query criteria specific to said order, thereby 
resulting in a report of credit options for said buyer for said order; 
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(i) Passing over the Internet said report to said buyer; 
(j) Receiving over the Internet said buyer's selection of a credit option; 
(k) Passing over the Internet a payment schedule for said buyer; and 
(I) Receiving payment remitted from said buyer. 

Claim 2: (Cancelled) 

Claim 4: (Currently Amended) A method of financing eCommerce purchases 
comprising: 

(a) Receiving over the Internet buyer registration information; 

(b) Evaluating a credit rating for said buyer; 

(c) Passing over the Internet said credit rating to a seller; 

(d) Receiving over the Internet from said seller seller's credit options for said buyer: 

(e) Determining other credit provider's credit options for said buyer; 

(f) Creating a database of said credit options for said buyer, wherein said creating 
step ffl occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response to pre-detemiined triqqerinq 
events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request: 

(g) Receiving over the Internet an order for said buyer; 

(h) Querying said database with query criteria specific to said order, thereby resulting 
in a report of credit options for said buyer for said order; 

(i) Passing over the Internet said report to said buyer; 

G) Receiving over the Internet said buyer's selection of a credit option; 
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(k) Passing over the Internet a payment schedule for said buyer; and 
(I) Receiving payment remitted from said buyer; 
(m) wherein the time elapsed between said receiving step (g) and said 
passing step (i) is less than five minutes. 

Claim 5: (Cancelled) 
Claim 6: (Cancelled) 

Claim 7: (Currently Amended) 

A method of financing eCommerce purchases comprising: 

(a) Evaluating a credit rating for said buyer; 

(b) Passing said credit rating to a seller; 

(c) Receiving from said seller seller's credit options for said buyer; 

(d) Determining other credit provider's credit options for said buyer; 

(e) Creating a database in a computer combining all of said credit options for said 

(f) Retrieving from said database a report of credit options for said buyer; 

(g) Passing said report to said buyer; 

(h) Entering a credit agreement with said buyer for at least one of said credit options; 

(i) Passing funds borrowed pursuant to said credit agreement to said buyer or the 
buyer's designated recipient; aR4 
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(j) Receiving funds from said buyer in repayment of said borrowed funds pursuant to 
said credit agreement: 

(k) wherein said creating step (e) occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response 
to pre-determined triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request: and 
(I) wherein said passing, retrieving, and receiving steps occur over a network 
comprising an Internet system. 

Claim 8: (Cancelled) 
Claim 9: (Cancelled) 
Claim 10: (Cancelled) 

Claim 11: (Currently Amended) 

A method of financing eCommerce purchases comprising: 

(a) Evaluating a credit rating for said buyer; 

(b) Passing said credit rating to a seller; 

(c) Receiving from said seller seller's credit options for said buyer; 

(d) Determining other credit provider's credit options for said buyer; 

(e) Creating a database combining all of said credit options for said buyer; 

(f) Retrieving from said database a report of credit options for said buyer; 

(g) Passing said report to said buyer; 

(h) Entering a credit agreement with said buyer for at least one of said credit options; 
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(i) Passing funds borrowed pursuant to said credit agreement to said buyer or the 
buyer's designated recipient; and 

(j) Receiving funds from said buyer in repayment of said borrowed funds pursuant to 
said credit agreement. 

(k) wherein the time elapsed between said retrieving steps (f) and said passing step (i) 
is less than three minutes; 

(I) wherein said passing, retrieving, and receiving steps occur over a network 
comprising an Internet system: 

(m) wherein said creating step (e) occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response 
to pre-determined triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's reouest: 

Claim 12: (Cancelled) 
Claim 13: (Cancelled) 

Claim 14: (Currently Amended) 

A method of facilitating commercial transactions over a network, said method 
comprising: 

(a) Creating a database of credit options for a buyer; 

(b) Receiving over a network an order for said buyer; 

(c) Querying said database with query criteria specific to said buyer and to said order, 
thereby resulting in a report of credit options for said buyer for said order; 

(d) Passing said report over said network to said buyer; a^d 
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(e) Receiving over said network said buyer's selection of a credit option: and 

(f) wherein said creating step (a) occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response 
to pre-determined triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request: 

Claim 15: (Cancelled) 
Claim 16: (Cancelled) 
Claims 18-20: (Cancelled) 

Claim 21 : (Currently Amended) 

A method of facilitating commercial transactions over a network, said method 
comprising: 

(a) Creating a database of credit options for a buyer; 

(b) Receiving over a network an order for said buyer; 

(c) Querying said database with query criteria specific to said buyer and to said order, 
thereby resulting in a report of credit options for said buyer for said order; 

(d) Passing said report over said network to said buyer, wherein the time elapsed 
between said receiving step (b) and said passing step (d) is less than two minutes; Bf\4 

(e) Receiving over said network said buyer's selection of a credit option : and 

If) wherein said creating step (a) occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response 
to pre-determined triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request; 



Claim 22: (Cancelled) 



Application/Control Number: 09/645.108 
Art Unit: 3621 

Claim 23: (Cancelled) 
Claims 25-27: (Cancelled) 
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Claim 28: Currently Amended) 

In an eCommerce vertical marketplace, a method of operating a database 
management system for facilitating extension of credit, said method comprising: 

(a) Receiving information about a buyer sufficient to evaluate the relative risk of 
extending credit to said buyer; 

(b) Determining said relative risk; 

(c) Determining a plurality of credit options for said buyer from a plurality of credit 
providers based on said relative risk determined in step (b); 

(d) Creating a database of said credit options for said buyer; 

(e) wherein said database is constructed and adapted for querying, thereby resulting 
in a report of credit options for said buyer; and 

(f) wherein said database is in communication with a network constructed and 
adapted for passing said report to said buyer or to an intermediary for passing to said 
buyer: 

(q) wherein said network comprises the Internet: and 

(h) wherein said creating step (d) occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response 
to pre-determined triggering events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request: 



Claim 30: (Cancelled) 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The teachings of Lebda reference an entity that act s as a "mail stop" or 
middleman or conduit between many borrowers and many lenders. Lebda teaches 
simply collecting the borrower information on each order, and for each order performing 
a rough filter against pre-set lender criteria, and sending the passing applications to the 
applicable lenders. Lebda is aimed at individual consumer loans. This makes sense 
because the assignee in Lebda is Lending Tree, a consumer lender. Thus Lebda 
teaches a B2C, business-to-consumer, method. See Lebda at column 2, lines 3-6 ("loan 
applications include . . . mortgages, car loans, student loans, personal loans . . . .") 
Lebda does not teach "the method of claim 1 , wherein said creating step (f) 
occurs on a pre-determined schedule, in response to pre-determined triggering 
events, upon a seller's or credit provider's request, and mixtures thereof.". Instead 
Lebda only teaches obtaining a credit score for a buyer at the time the buyer 
wishes to make a purchase. (Lebda at column 3, lines 10-14). This is adequate for 
B2C transactions, but not for regularly recurring buyer to seller, B2S, transactions where 
the buyer and seller are part of a supply chain. By having recurring, e.g., weekly or 
monthly, credit score recalculation for buyers, the credit-matching agent is always ready 
to quickly offer credit options for any buyer orders. That is, having a current credit score 
always available eliminates the need and delay with waiting for an order before 
determining the credit score. This is a needed solution for frequent B2S purchases by 
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the same borrowers, but not needed for infrequent B2C transactions between always- 
different consumers (borrowers). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel L. Greene 



